Esk Mills Timeline

	American War of Independence

Napoleonic War

Paper Machine invented

First commercial paper 

machine

Direct Penicuik — Edinburgh toll road opened

Battle of Waterloo

The Scotsman newspaper  launched

Coronation of Queen Victoria 

Crimean War 1953 - 1956

Darwin’s Origin of the Species published.

Excise Duty removed from paper.

American Civil War 1861-5.

Esk Pollution Case.

Railway comes to Penicuik.

First commercial electric motor.

Queen Victoria dies

Model T Ford revolutionises

Car manufacture

First World War 1914 — 1918

Railway line to Penicuik closed during the war 

reopening in 1919

The Great Depression

Second World War 1939 — 1945

Sputnik launched

Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II

European Free Trade Association established

First moon landing
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	First Cotton Mill in Scotland built at Esk Mill by Peter Brotherston.

Second Cotton Mill built at Esk Mills.

John White of Little (or Low) Mill

takes over management of Cotton Mills.

Cotton Mill employs about 500 hands

James Haig and John Philp purchase Esk Mills.

John White converts one Cotton Mill to handmade papermaking.

Esk Mills leased to Transport and Barracks Board.

John White declared bankrupt.

James Brown takes over management.

Esk Mills has 4 vats for Handmade Papermaking.

James Brown patents bleaching process.

Mill Laid built to provide water power.

Esk Mills (Mill 31 for Excise Duty has 2 papermachines and warehouse in Blair Street, Edinburgh.

James Brown patents suction box for paper machine.

Production 10 tons weekly.

3rd paper machine added.

Measures  adopted to prevent

Pollution following court case.

Power: Steam 20 horses; water 30 horses

James Brown dies. Mill managed by his son-in-law Thomas McDougal.

Thomas McDougal takes over full control.

Esparto pulping supplements rags.

Edward and Thomas McDougal take over control.

John Jardine joins Esk Mills.

Additional roaster power added to reduce pollution.

Mill shut down for six weeks to

Install Pollitt and Wigzell steam engine.

Mill becomes incorporated.

83 inch wide paper machine from Bertrams

Coated ‘art’ paper first produced.

Mill becomes Public Limited Company.

Bleaching towers introduced.

Production 100 tons weekly.

London Office founded.

5th machine (92” deckle) installed.

John Jardine became Managing Director

John Jardine succeeded ES McDougal

as Chairman.

4th machine (84” deckle) installed.

Patents granted to James Jardine for bamboo pulping.

3rd paper machine from Bertrams.

William Jardine becomes Managing Director on death of his father. TWH McDougal becomes Chairman.

No. 2 paper machine up-dated.

Recreation Grounds opened

New esparto, causticising and steam raising plants installed.

2,500kW steam turbine installed.

Major William Jardine becomes Chairman

Extensive addition to stock preparation.

James Jardine becomes Managing Director and Chairman.

New Cutter House and Enamelling Salle.

New Wood Pulp Shed. 

Recreation Rooms opened.

Salle requisitioned as a food store during the war.

Edward Jardine became Chairman and

Managing Director.

Esparto shed destroyed by fire.

John Jardine became Managing Director.

London Office transferred to Kennet Wharf.

Shares of Springfield Paper Mill acquired.

BS Roberts founds Manchester Office.

Extensive modernisation of Coating plant including new air-knife coater.

R Scott becomes Chairman and JA Simson Managing Director.

Esk Mills closed.

Mill chimney demolished.


